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HRIST WILL BE CRADLED. Agitation 
may ban the Christmas créche from 
some public place. Yet the cradled 
Christ is still before men. 


> 


“Away in a manger,” sing children’s 
voices. An art print of a famous créche 
adorns a national magazine. Homes vie 
in creating the most attractive manger 
scene. Even live actors are used for 
such scenes in parks and churches. 

The very Christmas tree, bright with 
evergreen and blaze of lights, points to 
just one thing: the announcement in 
Luke’s Gospel: “Unto you is born... 
Christ the Lord. ... Ye shall find the 
Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, ly- 
ing in a manger.” 


Thy cradle, kingly Stranger, 
As Gospel tells, 
Was nothing else 
But, here, a homely manger. 


“To you is born . . . Christ.” The 
Babe is cradled in more than manger 


4 


By Theodore Stolp 


hay. In miracle was He cradled. For 
the One to be sought in the manger is 
described as “Christ the Lord, whom 
nor the earth nor heaven of heavens 
can hold.” The poet hails Him 


Immortal Babe, who this dear day 
' Didst change Thine heaven for our 
clay 
And didst with flesh Thy Godhead 
veil, 
Eternal Son of God, all hail! 


“God sent forth His Son,” St. Paul 
states, “made of a woman, made under 
the Law, to redeem them that were 
under the Law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons.” With awe and 
reverence the angel Gabriel puts it in 
his announcement to Mary, mother of 
the Child: “The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee; therefore also 
that Holy Thing which shall be born of 
thee shall be called the Son of God.” 


Oh, miraculous wisdom, that knew 
a way to fuse God and man in the Per- 
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son of this Babe! Oh, might miracv 
that could bring about a birth in w 
the eternal Word becomes a new 
Child! Oh, miracle of miracles! Be 
the stupendous miracle of the Ince 
tion we can only join in the p 
exclamation: 


Oh, how I wish my mind could , 
As boundless as the deepest sea- 
’Twould still be lost in wonder! 


Yet the Christ was cradled be 
ever the miracle enswathed or 
manger held Him. The Christ 
cradled in prophecy. Of Him in 
manger the bright angel decl 
“Which is Christ” — “the | 
Anointed,” which signifies the Or 
whom prophets of old spoke. E 
“anointed” of the Old Testament 
figured Christ the Lord. 

In this “Anointed” of God men 
sure help. Pointing to Psalm 2, Ac 
26, 27 names the “anointed” One: 
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ly Child Jesus.” Jesus Himself de- 
lares God’s prophecy fulfilled in His 
m person, saying, “The Spirit of the 
wd is upon Me because He hath 
ointed Me to preach the Gospel to 
e poor.” 

When the prophets spoke of the Lord 
9 is our Righteousness; of the Priest 
© shall be forever; of the Servant 
© shall bear men’s sins and pray for 
@ transgressors; of the Messenger of 
‘covenant in whom we delight; of the 
hild born with the government upon 
is shoulder, whose name shall be 
led Wonderful, Counselor, the 
lighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
ince of peace; the Rod from the 
em of Jesse; the Shiloh from the 
use of Judah; the Star out of Jacob; 
we Scepter from the house of Israel; 
e Seed of the woman who would 
fuise the serpent’s head — in each case 
he Child of the manger was predicted. 
mn these prophecies (and every other 
ike them) was cradled the Christ. 


In Heaven's Decree 


“But Christ would not have been 
radled in a manger, and He could not 
ive been cradled in the word of proph- 
y, had He not been cradled first in the 
liberate counsel and foreknowledge of 
. The old carol is true in having us 


That night the Virgin Mary mild 
Was safe delivered of a Child, 
According unto Heaven’s decree. 


‘The great miracle could occur only 
as decreed by God. The prophecy could 
reflect only what His eternal counsel 
had fixed upon. St. Peter states: “Christ 

. verily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was mani- 
est in these last times for you.” St. Paul 
salls the things he writes of Christ “the 
lidden wisdom, which God ordained 
pefore the world.” The eternal counsel 
Mf God for man’s redemption was the 
irst cradling of the Christ. 

In the Gospel 

Cradled so before the worlds were 
reated and in consequence enfolded in 
he prophecies, enshrined in the miracle, 
nd laid in the manger of fulfillment, 
he Christ can henceforth be cradled in 
he “tidings of great joy,” as the mes- 
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senger of heaven labels his message. 
“I bring you,” he says, “tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people; for 
unto you is born this day . . . Christ the 
Words 


It is in this message, therefore, that 
the shepherds first found Him. Do they 
not say, “Let us now go... and see 
this thing which is come to pass, which 
the Lord hath made known unto us’? 
Because they had already seen Him 
cradled in the “glad tidings,” the shep- 
herds went to see Him in the manger. 


And did not the shepherds expect 
others also to see Him cradled so, 
cradled in the Gospel? We read of 
them: “When they had seen it, they 
made known abroad the saying which 
was told them concerning this Child.” 


Well might we, just at Christmas, re- 
call the words in which Dr. Martin 
Luther extols “the Scriptures as the 
loftiest and noblest of holy things”: 
“Here you will find the swaddling 
clothes and the manger in which Christ 
lies, and to which the angel points the 
shepherds. Simple and little are the 
swaddling clothes, but dear is the treas- 
ure, Christ, that lies in them.” The 
words of the Gospel ever cradle the 
Christ. 


In Endless Adoration 


Need we marvel, then, to find the 
Christ cradled in the praises of angels? 
What else shall we call it when told: 
“And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host prais- 
ing God and saying, ‘Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men’ ”? As the carol has it: 


They burst forth like fires, 

They struck their gold lyres 

And mingled their sound with the 

flame. 
And then 

They soared to the sky, 

Beyond mortal eye, 

But left us the words of their song — 
so that men, like them, might also cradle 
the Christ in adoration and song. This 
the church in worship has done ever 
since. The shepherds “returned glorify- 
ing and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen.” 


Simeon, in the temple, “took Him up 
in his arms and blessed God.” Anna, 
the prophetess, “coming in that instant, 


(645) 


gave thanks likewise unto the Lord.” 
The Wise Men, star-led from the east 
country, “came into the house... . and 
fell down and worshiped Him.” 

St. Paul exults: “Without controversy 
great is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifest in the flesh.” St. John, 
granted visions of the church in glory, 
pictures her again and again as giving 
“glory and honor and power” to the 
Christ. Christmas, too, cradles the 
Christ in song. 


In Living Hearts 


Such songs of praise please the Child, 
for the Christ desires to be cradled in 
a living heart of faith and love. Here 
is the truest cradling of the Christ. 

Mary held Him closer when she kept 
all that was revealed about Him and 
pondered it in her heart than when she 
nursed Him at her breast. 

The shepherds saw Him more truly 
when they trusted the message of His 
birth than when they knelt at the 
manger. 

Simeon held Him more surely in his 
stirring “now lettest Thou Thy servant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
seen Thy Salvation” than in his lifting 
the Babe from Mary’s arms. 


In My Breast 


Blessed Savior, Christ most holy, 
In a manger Thou didst rest; 

Canst Thou stoop again, yet lower, 
And abide within my breast? 


So we ask with the poet. And the 
answer comes in the outstretched arms 
of the Babe and in His own words: “If 
a man love Me, he will keep My words; 
and My Father will love him, and We 
will come unto him and make Our 
abode with him.” 


He comes with a gift for everyone 
And seeks a place of rest; 
But the humble, needy, loving heart 
Is the place He loves the best. 

W. M. CZAMANSKE 


First cradled in the Father’s love, the 
Christ Child seeks to be cradled now 
and ever in your heart and mine. So 
may we be among the throng who raise 
the trustful song: 


O blessed Christ, bless even me, 
And let my heart Thy cradle be. 
Fulfill my Christmas joy. 


have we lost 


his is one of the rare years in which the day of joy 
€ for all people is bound together with the regular 
day of worship for all Christians. But to the lis- 

tening heart Christmas really comes every Sunday. 

On Sunday, Dec. 25, the words will sound very spe- 
cial when the angels sing, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” Yet isn’t 
this what we sing in the Gloria in Excelsis every Sunday? 
We are reminded that once the angels sang “glory to 
God” for us, but now we can sing the heavenly triumph 
song for the angels because Christ has come. 


A Mother Sighs 


Every new Adventtide since Paradise lost has pro- 
claimed this glory: “God is on the way to man; man 
has a Way back to God.” God comes to man at Christ- 
mas to save him. Man comes to God in Christ Jesus 
because of the gift of Christmas. 

This gift brings God’s family together. We had all 
been scattered abroad. Our first home was gone; the 
gates of Paradise were closed. The homeless soul was 
desperate and lonely. And the heart of God was almost 
broken by longing for His children, lost in the black 
night of sin. Promise and hope wallowed in the evil 
welter of the laws of men. 

In the temple court a mother sighs with tears over 
her wayward son and prays, “Oh, come, oh, come, Em- 
manuel.” New generations add their trembling hope: 
“Oh, come, Thou Key of David, come”; “Oh, come, 
Thou Rod of Jesse”; “Oh, come, Thou Dayspring from 
on high.” 

Each day could have a new and different tone, some 
new and different word, but every heart had only one 
desire, “Lord Jesus, come.” No wonder hymns become 
the answer for our broken hearts. How else can any 
say that night has gone and daylight come, or Satan 
beat and man unchained, or God is Love and Christ is 
come? 


Breathless Expectation 


It is not strange that for these days of breathless 
expectation they should invent a special calendar. On 
this calendar each day of Advent opens up another door 
toward God, another word comes through from Him, 
another vision of the beauty of the Father’s house and 
the angels’ songs. Last of all and best of all you see 
the manger bed and Mary and the Holy Child. 

In some homes the custom still prevails to make 
an Advent crib, a little box, or other place, where neat 
clean straws are put for every worthy deed done dur- 
ing Adventtide — deeds done in love — the extra things 
beyond the ordinary work. And in the Holy Night, if 
there was straw enough to make a gentle bed, the chil- 
dren wake up to find the little Christ laid on the straw. 
Then they know they made the manger bed for Christ 
within their hearts by their love for others and by serv- 
ing them. 

At evening time there is the glow of candlelight — 
the Adventsleuchter is placed on the table. One candle 
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The Glorn of Christmas: 


By Adalbert R. Kretz 


is lighted for the first week, two for the second, thr 
for the third, and four for the fourth. On Christmas E 
all four of the candles, plus the center one, for Chr 
the Light of the World, are lighted. | 


The O Antiphons 


As Christmas comes nearer and nearer, the last d 
are devoted to the pre-Christmas antiphons, someti 
called the O antiphons: 


(® Wisdom, who proceedest from the mou: 
of the Most High, reaching from end 
end [of creation], mightily and graciou 
disposing all things: come and teach 1 
the way of understanding. 


(9 Lord and Leader of the house of Israe 
who didst appear to Moses in the burr 
ing bush and didst give him the Lai 
on Sinai: come and redeem us with ou! 
stretched arm. 


(® Root of Jesse, who standest for an er 
sign of the people, before whom king 
shall shut their mouths, whom the Ger 
tiles shall beseech: come and deliver u: 
tarry no longer. 


(® Key of David and Scepter of the hous 
of Israel, who openest and no man shut 
teth, who shuttest and no man openeth 
come and release the captive from th 
prison house and him that sitteth in dark 
ness and in the shadow of death. 


(® Dayspring, Splendor of light everlastin 
and Sun of Righteousness: come and il 
lumine those who sit in darkness an 
in the shadow of death. 


® King of the Gentiles and the Object ¢ 
their longing, the Cornerstone that mak 
est both to be one: come and save ma 
whom Thou hast fashioned from the clay 


® Emmanuel, our King and Expectation ¢ 
the nations and their Savior: come an 
save us, O Lord, our God. 
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Majestic Hymns 


Each week has its song. The first week in Adven 
Charles Coffin’s great hymn, “On Jordan’s Bank th 
Baptist’s Cry” (L. H. No, 63); the second, the beautift 
hymn of St. Ambrose, “Savior of the Nations, Come 
(No. 95); the third, the hymn born in the dreadful Thirt 
Years’ War, George Weissel’s “Lift Up Your Heads, Y 
Mighty Gates” (No. 73); the fourth, the age-old “Ol 
Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel.” (No. 62) 

Have we lost the glory of Christmas and the lov 
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Mi God under merely sentimental songs and ballads? 
[here is more strength to our faith than that! 

Over all the lovely carols and the light tunes sug- 
gesting the roundelays of children rings out the majesty 
Mf such hymns as Paul Gerhardt’s “All My Heart This 
Night Rejoices” (No. 77) and “Of the Father’s Love 
segotten.” (No. 98) 

Great hymns are a part of the great proclamation 
hat God has come and man is saved. 


Best Mangers 


This central fact brings us also the Christmas créche, 
4 manger. Once it was traditional that for the first 
christmas in a new home the head of each new house- 
old should build a basic Christmas manger. Afterward 
t could be. made more elaborate, but the manger always 
lad to be there for the first Christmas because the 
lome was really not complete until Christ came and 
ested in the heart of it. 

St. Francis of Assisi is supposed to have set up the 
irst creche for the people of his little Italian village. 
\ll the elements were close at hand — people in rough 
lothing, work animals, sheep from the field, a lantern 
ung from a ridge pole, and the scene was complete. 

Later it became a pious rivalry among princes to 
ndow the churches of their choice with expensive hand- 
arved figures, richly gowned. But always the best 
aangers were those made by the humble poor, carved 
y their own hands and painted crudely but brilliantly 
yith their own brushes. This was a warm way of mak- 
ag the Christmas story live for the children and for the 
ommunity. ; 
Tree of Promise 


The great day has an eve of preparation. It is a day 
f hope and duty as well as of love and forgiveness. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
nother.” The Scrooges grow mellow, and the embit- 
sred smile, for Christ lays a new light across the earth. 
.s the light shines on us, we know that nothing can 
e beautiful enough for Him. We want the earth to be 
overed with a soft white mantle of snow to hide the 
irt and the impurities we know are ours. 

In the midst of the beauty stands the Christmas 
ee. It is claimed that Luther brought the lighted tree 
1to the home. Whether it is true or not makes very 
ttle difference. Whoever gave us this way of lighting 
p the tree of promise, eternally green and fresh, gave 
s a foretaste of heaven and jts glories. 
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Vision of the Open Heaven 


Christmas in 1960 needs the vision of the open 
heaven and all that it means for our day. A few weeks 
after the festival a new President of the United States 
will begin one of the greatest assignments in human his- 
tory. He will take his oath of office with the shine of 
Christmas still upon us. 

The hopes and fears of all mankind are in a delicate 
balance. The President of our nation will find our time 
full of the same affirmations and negations which were 
a part of Caesar’s world when Christ was born — so 
much promise and despair, so much love and selfishness, 
so much clarity and confusion. 

The challenge of our time is clearly for the world’s 
near-anarchy to give way to organized activity. What 
shall it be? Force? Then force must try to hold the 
world together. The Gospel? If we are serious about 
all that Christmas means, we will use this Gospel to 
speak for man. 


This Little King 


Come, then, to your churches, small and great, and 
find Him there whom once the shepherds found in lowly 
Bethlehem. His promise is forever true — “Where two 
or three are gathered together in My name, there am 
I in the midst of them.” 

Once again the King comes to His subjects. You 
and I are among. His people. In the world’s scheme 
of things we seem to be of little account, to be thrown 
aside and scrapped as soon as we are worn out and 
broken. But we are blessed above most people, for we 
know who Christ is and why He came. 

Whatever kind of year this has been, however far 
your sins and sorrows have drawn you away from your 
love of the Lord Jesus, you will find Him again. You 
will humble yourself by kneeling before His manger 
bed and saying how much you need this little King. 

Be kind and Christmas-peaceful in your home. Let 
there be no selfishness, no backbiting, no cruelty, no 
scandal on this glad day of remembrance and forgiveness. 
Let there be extra gentleness and forbearance with little 
children and the very old because of the King who was 
a child and loves the weary and the heavy laden. 

“Peace on earth, good will toward men.” The an- 
gel’s words sound strange in a world so full of mad 
suspicion, unbelief, uneasiness, and selfishness. But you 
and I are Christians. At least in our hearts and in our 
homes we can have the peace of God and the glory 


of Christmas. 


What hymn? 
After all, there are hymns, and there 
ate hymns. 
Are there, really? 
When it comes tight down to it, there 
is only one hymn. All the others that 
we sing ate but vatiations 
of this one hymn. 
What, then, is that hymn? 
Have you guessed by now? 
Why, it’s the one sung many, many 
yeats ago on the fields of the 
“Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
It goes like this: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, 

Good will to men. 


It’s the hymn of the angels. 
It’s the hymn of heaven. 


After the shepherds had heard the 
hymn and had gone to see 

the Child, they “made known abroad 
the saying which was told them con- 
cetning this Child.” 

What saying? 

That He was born a Savior, Christ the 
Lord, and that through this Child 
peace had come to earth and God’s 
good will had been shown to men. 
They tepeated the hymn again. 


Fot many years thereafter the 
followers of the Child had only one 
way to repeat the hymn again. 
That was from mouth to mouth. 

It wasn’t until Luke wrote it down 
that people began to tead it. 

Even when they read the record of 
the first Christmas, 

they repeated the hymn again. 


f 


HRS 


REPEAT THE HYM 


N AGAIN 


But the first hymn was sung; 
so people wanted to sing it again. 
Only heaven will repeat it the way 

the first hymn really was sung. 

But there is a kind of inspiration 

that still comes to men, and they 
began to write new music to help them 
repeat the hymn again. 


At first there was the so-called 
plainsong. 

The Spanish poet Aurelius Prudentius 
about A. D. 400 wrote the Latin hymn 
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten.” 

You can still sing it today. 

It is No. 98 in The Lutheran Hymnal. 
It is repeating the hymn again. 


Soon people took the words of the 
hymn itself and wrote music to it. 
You sing it every Sunday in chutch. 
“Glory be to God on high, and on 
eatth peace, good will toward men... 
You find it on page 7 of the hymnal. 


at 


One more of the early forms 
must be mentioned. 
It was written by Germanus of Con- 
stantinople in the Greek chutch 
of the eighth century. 
It reads like this: 
A great and mighty wonder, 
A full and holy cure: 
The Virgin bears the Infant 
With virgin honor pure. 


Repeat the hymn again: 


To God on high be glory, 
And peace on earth to men. 


You will sing it again soon. 
It is No. 76 in your hymnal. 


Marion, Ind. NORMAN M. LUECHT 
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HE COMMUNIST CHALLENGE TO CHRISTIANITY 


Oswald Hoffmann 


Communism is an issue in America 
ause it is a force with which we 
e to deal. ; 
he force of Communism is world- 
e. It can be described in terms of 
800 million people under Commun- 
domination and the countries in 
ich they live, with all of the military 
J economic power they are able to 
1erate. 


More Powerful Weapon 


The military might of the Soviet 
ion is impressive, as displayed, for 
ample, on May 1, the Socialist-Com- 
Inist Labor Day observed so extrava- 
ntly in Communist countries, espe- 
lly in Russia. The economic power 
Communism is evident in the ability 
the Communist countries to help 
ypt build the tremendous Aswan 
im, while they are sending economic 
perts to Southeast Asia and to the 
ngo, attempting to undermine exist- 
y structures (which are often pitifully 
ak) and offering the Communist sys- 
n as a more acceptable substitute. 
To counter this ambitious and ag- 
ssive program, Western countries 
d particularly the United States have 
>d to undergird the shaky economies 
newly developing countries with 
ssive foreign aid, which sometimes 
omplishes its purpose and sometimes 
2s not. There have been outstanding 
cesses and some rather sensational 
lures in preventing countries from 
ling into the Communist camp. 
if Communist power were purely mil- 
‘-y and economic, it might be coun- 
2d with dollars, expended for mili- 
y hardware and economic aid. The 
mmunist system, however, possesses 
nore powerful weapon, which it is 
e to export with telling effect upon 
ples confused by propaganda or even 
their own problems of livelihood. 
s weapon is an ideology or a phi- 
yphy, with an interpretation of his- 
; providing a plausible explanation 
things as they are, especially to peo- 
whose only goal is material advance- 
it or, as they like to think of it, 
etter way of life.” 


Marx 


the theory of history formulated by 
1 Marx contends that one form of 
ety gives way to another higher 
n. So the slave civilization of the 
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Mediterranean was replaced by medi- 
eval feudalism, which was supplanted 
in turn by bourgeois capitalism. Marx 
predicted the fall of capitalism, with its 
recognition of private property, to so- 
cialism, with its emphasis on state con- 
trol of the means of production. Social- 
ism, he said, would eventually give way 
to the ultimate system, Communism. 
Marx insisted that the transition from 
capitalism to socialism required vio- 
lence, since capitalists would not give 
up without a fight. 

Socialism, which Mr. Khrushchev re- 
cently declared has reached full devel- 
opment in the Soviet Union, may be 
described by the slogan, “From each 
according to his ability, to each ac- 
cording to his labor.” The slogan of 
Communism is Utopian, “From each 
according to his ability, to each accord- 
ing to his need.” 


Lenin 


Few thought that a little man, work- 
ing at the British Museum in London 
during the days when our forefathers 
were founding the Missouri Synod in 
America, would produce such a world- 
wide upheaval as has taken place. Karl 
Marx set forth the Socialist-Communist 
theory of history which Lenin, with 
the help of the German army at the 
conclusion of World War I, was able to 
put into practice in Russia. 

The Lenin State Museum in Moscow, 
seldom visited by tourists, tells the story 
of Lenin’s failures and successes, and 
of his eventual rise to power through 
deception, duplicity, and brutality — all 
of it glorified in the name of the Oc- 
tober Revolution! 
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Stalin 


Josef Stalin carried forward the “rev- 
olution,” which has become almost a 
sacred word in the Communist jargon, 
with greater bloodshed and terror than 
had characterized the regime of Lenin. 
Whole classes of people were exiled or 
executed to accomplish the socialization 
of agriculture and industry. 

Then came World War II and a strug- 
gle on the Eastern Front that can be 
described only as bestial, with no quar- 
ter asked and no quarter given. One 
result of the conflict was that the Soviet 
terror, using its war-won power, over- 
flowed the national boundaries of Rus- 
sia and embraced one country after 
another in Eastern Europe. Those 
countries became the reluctant satellites 
or even, as in the case of the Baltic 
countries, part of the Soviet Socialist 
system. 

The Soviets took these countries by 
conquest, military or diplomatic, and 
they hold them by infiltration, a favorite 
Communist tactic. Soviet leaders do 
not hide their goal— world conquest 
for the Marxist socialist system. Nor 
do they conceal the fact that they will 
use any means to accomplish their pur- 
pose, though Mr. Khrushchev professes 
at the moment to be interested only in 
peaceful means, a fact which has 
brought him into more or less open 
conflict with the more orthodox Marx- 
ists of Communist China. 


“Hard Atheism” 


One impression a tourist gets of 
Soviet Russia, as one British educator 
commented to me in Moscow, is “‘the 
hard atheism of it all.” A fundamental 
tenet of Marx’s interpretation of history 
is that God had nothing to do with his- 
torical development; that, indeed, belief 
in God has prevented mankind from 
reaching the materialistic goals envis- 
aged by Communist socialism. 

Faithful Communists in the Soviet 
Union and in most of the countries 
dominated by the Soviet Union organ- 
ized periodic campaigns to stamp out 
all forms of religion. Wherever Chris- 
tian congregations exist, they are tol- 
erated for reasons of political expedi- 
ency, though they represent a_ basic 
contradiction in the Communist system. 

In front of the Communist Party 
headquarters in Moscow stands a great 
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black monument to the War of 1887, 
surmounted by a huge cross. The three 
cathedrals in the Kremlin still bear 
their crosses on gold-plated cupolas, 
and the most noted exit from the Krem- 
lin into Red Square is still named the 
Savior Gate. Russian museums are 
full of evidences of the Christian faith, 
including many pictures of Christ and 
of church life. 

The Communists would remove these 
reminders of the past at their own peril, 
for the Russian people are proud of 
their history. A question to the official 
guide regarding Christian evidence from 
the past will elicit the reply that the 
Christian period of Russian history was 
a necessary prelude to the glorious state 
of atheistic socialism in which the coun- 
try now finds itself! 


New Religion 


Communism, as practiced by its de- 
votees, has all the earmarks of a new 
religion. It has its orthodoxy and its 
heretics, with each side to a Communist 
controversy claiming to be orthodox 
and branding the other heretic. The 
basis of a judgment is the Communist 
scriptures — the writings of Marx, En- 
gels, and Lenin — with a certain 
amount of deference to more recent 
manipulators of the Communist Party 
line. 

The Communist Party is a hierarch- 
ical system demanding unquestioning 
obedience of the faithful but allowing 
for a good deal of interplay of ideas 
within the apparatus which controls the 
Party from local to provincial to na- 
tional levels. As a result, revolution 
can take place in the Kremlin without 
affecting the life of the man on the 
street. On the other hand, revolutions 
can get out of hand, as did the one in 
Hungary, which threatened to replace 
the Communist regime entirely and 
thus became, by definition, a “dirty 
Fascist plot.” 


Graceless Secularism 


State planning is the means of grace 
in this graceless secularism, which has 
produced a colorless and drab existence 
for the masses. It has also provided the 
elite with freedom from popular pres- 
sures upon their privacy seldom enjoyed 
by leaders of any country today, and 
probably not even by the Czars in the 
heyday of the older Russian imperial- 
ism. Statistics are the sacraments which 
nourish the lagging spirits of the pop- 
ulace. 

The fact that every citizen of Mos- 
cow now enjoys 5.6 square meters of 
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- living space, some of it in Mr. Khrush- 


chev’s new cement apartment houses, is 
supposed to stir up lively enthusiasm. 
It struck me that these apartment 
houses, being built on a huge scale, 
would be slum housing within 15 years 
if they were being constructed in the 
United States of similar materials and 
in comparable style. 

The demigods enthroned by the Com- 
munist system are the leaders of the 
past 40 years. Their remains are en- 
shrined in the walls of the Kremlin. 
Two have been selected for Olympian 
display in the brown marble mausoleum 
where the bodies of Lenin and Stalin 
are on view in a subterranean chamber. 
No high churchman, or no self-con- 
scious low churchman for that matter, 
could approach this shrine with more 
solemnity and religious reverence than 
do the crowds which, until recently, 
gathered every morning at 11 A.M. in 
Red Square to make the pilgrimage. 
Preceded by women bearing large floral 
wreaths, the procession winds slowly 
through the Square as if a funeral serv- 
ice were in progress. 


Pot of Gold 


How can a system with such an ob- 
vious mystical idolatry, whose history 
is dotted with such brutality, possibly 
have any appeal, especially to other peo- 
ples not now living under Communist 
domination? 

First of all, promising as it does a 
materialistic Utopia, Communism ap- 
peals to people whose main interest lies 
in improving their economic lot. For 
the moment they are able to forget the 
ruthless liquidation of dissenters because 
their eyes are on the pot of gold at the 
end of the rainbow. 

Others are attracted by the possibility 
of acquiring power and upsetting the 
existing system under which they live. 
Unfortunately existing economic and 
social systems in some countries leave 
very much to be desired, thus providing 
fertile ground for the rank growth of 
Communism. 

Communism holds a certain amount 
of attraction for idealists, some of them 
wealthy people who have committed 
themselves to the Communist Party or 
to Communist causes. This is not so 
surprising as it may appear, since Com- 
munist ideology is incurably optimistic 
about man—not about mankind in 
general but about Communist man. 
Man under capitalism is degenerate; 
under Communism he will be angelic. 

In Communist countries socialism is 
supposed to produce a new race of 
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men, unselfish, co-operative, and d 
cated to service. Under socialism ¢ 
dren will be taught to love work 
to put anger or hatred out of t 
hearts. Eventually a new generat 
will arise which will no longer need © 
incentive of wages to go to work 
and the age of Communist man will 
born. Malice and selfishness, lust 4 
greed, pestilence and war will be | 
more. In short, the Communist age v 
be heaven on earth. 


Sitting Ducks 


We Christians, with our perso1 
conviction of sin and our proclamati 
of God’s judgment upon the transgr 
sions of men, are the representatives 
a bygone age, according to the Co 
munist point of view. The Gospel 
Jesus Christ is not a liberating poy 
to free people from the shackles of s 
Communists hold, but another mez 
to enslave people with the old chai 
“Workers, arise! You have nothing 
lose but your chains!” said the Co 
munist Manifesto of 1848. This is s 
good orthodox Communist doctrine. 

It is quite apparent that a secu 
outlook with an overoptimistic view 
man, such as has characterized cert: 
educational philosophies in the We 
can produce a generation of young pt 
ple who are sitting ducks for Commt 
ism. A social gospel which blinks at ; 
and hence does not understand t 
grace of God in Christ can help to p 
duce a situation which Communi 
finds most congenial. 

There are those who contend ‘tl 
the Christian church, to meet the isst 
of our age, must forget its doctrine 
at least, modify it to suit the demar 
of our time. Actually, what is neec 
is a firmer hold than ever before on 1 
teaching of the prophets and apost 
and a more resolute proclamation of 1 
grace of God in Christ, which alone 
revolutionize life. 

The apostles met a massive secul 
ism with divine truth and love, | 
pressed in terms the people of th 
own age could understand. In the fé 
of the Communist challenge, it is i 
perative — desperately imperative 
that we Christians today be simila 
committed to the divine revelation w 
a passion for laying it on the hearts 
people in terms they can understa: 
and that we bear it to our world w 
somely, with friendliness and a sm 
even as we have come to know Goa 
smile upon us, sinners that we are, 
Christ, our Savior. 
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An open letter from Wolfgang F. Bulle, M. D.., 
to Johannes B. Pueschel, M. D.., recently 
commissioned as a medical missionary 


Tr 


for service with the India Evangelical Lutheran Church 


My Successor 


DEAR JOHANNES: 


This will be your first Christmas 
in India, and I wish you a blessed 
celebration of the birthday of our 
Lord. 

You are probably just getting 
established as medical superintendent 
of our Bethesda Hospital at Ambur. 
May I share with you some thoughts 
concerning the problems you will face as 
a medical missionary? 

My prayers and good wishes are with 
you and your ministry among people in 
desperate need of physical and spiritual 
help. You are taking over where 
I left off after nine short years of 
service. My heart will continue to be 
in India with dear friends among fellow 
workers, former patients, and the 
members of the “missionary family.” 

For your service you have prepared 
yourself in searching prayer and study. 
You know that the complex task before 
you will require above all strong 
faith in Christ, deep humility, integrity, 
common sense, and a sense of 
humor. You will need the desire to 
work as a member of a team. You will 


Dr. J. B. Pueschel 


Medical Missionary 
India Evangelical Lutheran Church 


Dr. W. F. Bulle | 


Executive Secretary, Medical Missions 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 


have to understand and appreciate all 
sorts of people. 

I am grateful to know that God 
has given you all these qualifications. 
You will not take it amiss if I try to 
show you with a few photographs from 
India what to my mind is the central 
objective of medical mission work in 
all our mission fields. 

In the choice of your profession 
you have been moved by the ministry of 
healing exercised here on earth by 
our Lord Jesus. Time and again the 
Scriptures describe instances where 
physical and mental suffering aroused 
Christ, stirred His compassion, not 
only to words of solace and comfort 
but to active measures of help. 

In His actions and words Jesus left no 
doubt that His mission on earth was 
twofold — to reveal the Father’s 

grace and love and to help man: 

the Jew, the heathen, the indifferent, 
the hostile. 

But Christ left us more than the 
example of His own years of labor among 
us. He gave us specific directives in 
Matthew 25 (description of the Last 
Judgment) and Matthew 28 (the Great 


“Few investments of the church are as val- 
vable as its full-time workers.” 


“Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy | 
Ghost, which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye | 
are not your own? For ye are bought with a price; there- 
fore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which 
are God’s.’’ (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) 


As it was in the days of Jesus, so 
today in the pagan world — possibly 
even in the “enlightened West” — leprosy 
means social ostracism and deprival 
of the consolations of religion. 
Even worse, leprosy is often under- 
stood to represent the curse of God. 
Throughout the world almost ten million 


Commission), which were binding on His people suffer from this now curable disease. 
immediate followers and the early The misery of these sufferers may 
church, as well as on us who are make you painfully aware of the apparent 
members and workers in His kingdom today. lack of realistic concern of some _ 

Our objective is not only to cure Christians, who worship in impressive 
physical suffering, not alone to church buildings, drive comfortable 
relieve minds tormented by mental automobiles, and live in attractive 
aberration, not even to care exclusively homes. Beware of frustration, and be 
for the searching or the dormant soul thankful for the privilege to help the 
caught in an irrelevant philosophy, poorest of the poor. 
in a make-believe religion, or in fear- 
inspiring superstitions. Our objective M aternity assistance and the care 
is to cure the whole man — body, of children during their first year 
mind, and soul. The only complete and is one of the greatest needs on all 
real cure is in Christ. of our mission fields. Because of 

ignorance and the lack of adequate medical _ 

An important, frequently underestimated facilities, almost one fourth of 


duty of the medical missionary — 

I have always considered it a privilege — 
is to help national co-workers and 
members of the “missionary family” 
in physical problems, to share their 
joy over the arrival of children or 
recuperation from a bothersome ailment, 
and to bear with them the burden of 
chronic illnesses or the death of 
loved ones. 

Few investments of the church are 
as valuable as its full-time workers. They 
deserve the best care. Their motivation, 
their needs, their problems merit our 
warmest understanding. 


“Be thankful for the privilege to help the 
poorest of the poor.”’ 


“And there came a leper fo Him, beseeching Him and 
kneeling down to Him and saying unto Him, ‘If Thou wilt, 
Thou canst make me clean.’ And Jesus, moved with com- 
passion, put forth His hand and touched him and said 
unto him, ‘I will; be thou clean.’ ’’ (Mark 1:40, 41) 
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“More than one fourth of all the children born 
alive fail to reach the age of ten.” 


“A woman when she is in fravail hath sorrow because her hour 
1S come; but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she re- 
membereth no more her anguish, for joy that a man is born 
into the world.” (John 16:21) 


“Do not permit the immensity of the needs in 
this field to discourage you.” 


Public health nurse of Bethesda Hospital visits home of poor 
Moslems. 


all children born in India die during 
delivery, only too often taking the 
young mother along. More than one 
fourth of the children born alive fail to 
reach the age of ten. 

As I was during my years at Ambur, 
so you, Johannes, will be troubled 
about the large number of young women 
who reach the hospital only after being 
beyond human help. Usually the 
only assistants available for deliveries 
are the so-called ‘“‘barber-women,” who 
subject the young mothers to cruel and 
repulsive manipulations, with some 
frequently disastrous results. Pray that 
the good Lord may open the hearts of 
people here at home to enable us to 
render more help for the crying needs aii ; 
facing us abroad also in this phase | 


of our ministry of healing! to handle. In such cases no specialist 
is available for consultation or referral. 


oO meet surgical emergencies will Soon you will find yourself on your knees 

always remain a “must” for any mission asking the Lord for strength, wisdom, and 

hospital. You are exceptionally well courage to do what seems impossible. p 
trained in this field, Johannes, but Let me give you an example. A young } 
you will encounter many cases which boy who fell into a sugar-cane crusher 
neither you nor the hospital is equipped was admitted for amputation of his 


i 
right forearm and left hand. 
Instead of amputating, we operated on i 
him 14 times. Two of his ribs and part 
of his pelvic crest now make up the 

“And there was a man which had a with- completely lost bones of his right 
ES ager sgnnd, <2 lt le sun aunic forearm. He had a few skin grafts, tendon 


the man, ‘Stretch forth thy hand.’ And he fs i 
stretched if out; and his hand was restored repairs, etc., on his left hand. 


whole as the other.” (Mark 3:1, 5) Both of his hands are now functionally 
sound, and he is working again as i 
a woodcutter. (When I left India, he 
and his parents were being instructed 
by one of our pastors.) | 

Medically, this boy’s case makes no 
sense because hands in such a condition 


‘Instead of amputating, we oper- 
ated on him 14 times.” 


just are not repairable, at least — 

not for the average general hospital. 

But you will find, as I did, that our — 

heavenly Father has a way of reducing 
you to size and showing you what can 
and what cannot be done. Let Him always 


guide your knife! 


i 
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“Enter these doors, and remember that you 
are a witness to His message of love.” 


““Among the gods there is none like unto Thee, O Lord 
. .. All nations whom Thou hast made shall come . . 

and shall glorify Thy name. For Thou art great and doest 
wondrous things; Thou art God alone.” (Psalm 86:8-10) 
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he most constructive, though hardest, 

approach to healing is the attempt 

to prevent the occurrence of disease. 
Hardly any other medical-mission task 
requires more humility, stubborn 
perseverance, and patience. We should not 
minimize the importance of rendering 
immediate help and of healing sick 
people. Yet we must recognize that 
contributions made in public health 
programs and in the education of national 
Christian doctors and nurses ultimately 
will have farther-reaching results 
than the exclusive practice of 
curative medicine. 

Do not permit the immensity of the 
needs in this field to discourage you. 
It is our responsibility to use our 
technical knowledge and our financial 
means for the healing and the prevention 
of disease as a witness of the love 
of God. The extent of our sincerity 
in recognizing this will determine 
the quality and volume of our work. 


The ministry of healing is not 
“a gimmick to get at people” with an 
ulterior motive. However, the Lord will 
open doors of homes to you which are 
closed to other workers of the church. 
By all means enter these doors and 
remember that both in your work and in 
your whole life you are a witness to 
His message of love. 
One of the greatest challenges is 
to reach the non-Christian family as 
a group. The family is the foundation of 
the social and religious structure. For you, 
as medical missionary, it will be easier 
to reach the sick. But your efforts 
among those who have misconceptions of 
God should always include speaking 
about His true love and His redemption 
from sin through Christ. 
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“The ultimate goal of the ministry of healing is the 
building of an indigenous church.” 


“So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, He was received up 
into heaven and sat on the right hand of God. And they went forth 
and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and con- 
firming the Word with signs following.” (Mark 16:19, 20) 


o summarize, you will be responsible 

for the health of church workers. 

You will care for people suffering from 
diseases which often give an unjust 
social stigma to sufferers and tax them 
to the limits of human endurance. You 
will have surgical and obstetrical problems, 
many of which will be. complicated. 

Some patients will be taken from 
you, and you may never know why; some 
you will be able to save, not knowing 
how this was possible. Do not blame 
yourself for your failures, and take 
no credit for your achievements 
because the Lord stands on the other 
side of your operating table, and His 
ways are not our ways. 

Much of your time will be spent in 
public-health work, in training national 
co-workers, in doing administrative 
work, and in giving prayerful guidance for 
problems presented by fellow staff 
members, missionaries, and patients. 

You will have to be aware of the changing 
social order in Asia, and you will 

have to deal tactfully with nationalistic 
feelings in a politically young nation. 

Do not permit the complexity of 
your responsibilities to disturb you 
because the Lord is with you. The ultimate 
goal and basic justification of 
the ministry of healing is the building 
of an indigenous church whose members 
are true followers of Christ. 

This church does not rest on the 
shoulders of foreign missionaries alone 
and ‘is not the sole responsibility of national 
pastors. It is part of the church of 
Christ, who will undergird it. Thank 
God that the India Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, with its great throng 
of members, has the living God as its 
source of strength! 

With heartfelt and personal regards, 


W. F. BULLE 
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Two Cultural Leaders 
Flee East Germany 


Prof. Kurt Thomas, director of the 
brid-famous choir of St. Thomas Lu- 
eran Church in Leipzig, East Ger- 
any, and Dr. Siegfried Asche, director 
the Wartburg Foundation and cus- 
dian of the Wartburg Castle near 
senach, have given up their posts be- 
use of Communist interference. 


Dr. Thomas, a former professor at 
e Detmold Musical Academy in West 
srmany, accused the Communists of 
aking it impossible to continue the 
oir’s religious tradition and character 
exerting a growing political pressure 
the management. 

The Communist officials, he stated, 
d even required the choir to discon- 
jue the practice of saying grace before 
sals or of holding regular religious 
rvices in its boarding school. 

Most immediate reason for his deci- 
yn to give up the choir, said Dr. 
1omas, was a ban placed by the Soviet 
me authorities on a long-prepared 
ncert tour that would have taken the 
oir to 15 West German cities. 

The St. Thomas choir of 80 boys has 
history going back to 1212 and lists 
ch distinguished former directors as 
hann Sebastian Bach. 

After World War II St. Thomas Choir 
ide concert tours in Western Ger- 
my and Russia, visiting South Amer- 
1 in 1955. A 1957 visit to the United 
ites with an appearance at the Lu- 
ran World Federation Assembly in 
inneapolis had to be canceled because 
> Soviet Zone government failed to 
thorize travel permits. 


Dr. Asche recently fled to West Ger- 
iny after an eight-year term as custo- 
in of the Wartburg Castle, famous 
the retreat in which Martin Luther 
ind refuge after the Diet of Worms. 
Also director of the Wartburg foun- 
tion, which has charge of the castle 
ce the East German government 
de it a “national cultural place,” Dr. 
che charged that the Foundation has 
sen more and more subjected to con- 
l by the Communistic authorities.” 

Dr. Asche also denounced the “un- 
upulous, entirely unnecessary, and 
iberate destruction of irreplaceable 
tural and historic monuments in East 
rmany” to make way for socialist 
Iding projects. 

dis life and work, Dr. Asche said, 
1 been marked by “the atmosphere 
a jail” which “destroys all right to 
>dom.” 
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LWML DIRECTORS HEAR PROGRESS REPORTS 
ON JAPAN HIGH SCHOOL, OTHER PROJECTS 


Progress reports on projects of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
and an equalization plan for conven- 
tion travel costs were discussed at busi- 
ness sessions of the league’s board of 
directors, which met Novy. 17 and 18 in 
St. Louis. 

Of the three current projects the ad- 
ditional building for the high school in 
Hanno, Japan, is progressing the most 
rapidly. The entire LWML grant of 
$60,000 for this project has been paid, 
according to Mrs. E. C. Lehman, 
league treasurer. 

Work has begun on the three-story 
concrete building, which will have six 
classrooms, a music room, and a large 
faculty room. 

Rev. Albert Carow, missionary in 
Hanno, reports an enrollment of 111 
students in junior high and 378 in 
senior high classes. Six of the eleven 
Christian teachers are from the Mis- 
souri Synod. 

The first installment of a $75,000 
LWML grant for a high school in Teo- 
filo Otoni, Brazil, covered the cost of 
property. The site committee selected 
land fronting on the Rio Bahia highway 
about two miles from the city of Teo- 
filo Otoni. 

The building committee is now study- 


ing preliminary architectural plans for 
the school, which will serve the Brazil 
District of the Missouri Synod as a 
preparatory school for ministerial and 
teacher training, reports Rev. Walter E. 
Dorre, Resident Mission Counselor for 
South America. 

The $80,000 LWML grant for a sem- 
inary in the Philippines is available 
when needed. Present plans indicate 
that the seminary will be built in 
Baguio, the summer-vacation capital of 
the Philippines, rather than in Manila, 
as originally planned. 

“Final decision on the site is ex- 
pected by January 1961, says Dr. Her- 
man H. Koppelmann, Executive Secre- 
tary of Synod’s Board for World Mis- 
sions. 

In addition to hearing reports of sev- 
eral committees, directors of the LWML 
developed plans for the 1961 conven- 
tion of the league, scheduled for July 
26 and 27 in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

“For this convention the equalization 
plan for travel costs will be followed on 
a trial basis,” reports Mrs. Ellwood 
Zuelsdorf, editor of the Lutheran Wom- 
an’s Quarterly. 

“This is a tremendous undertaking,” 
she told the WITNEss, “and it looks as 
if it will be working out well.” 


ate 


Three LWML district presidents discuss an equalization plan for biennial con- 


vention travel costs. L. to r.. Mrs. Wi 


lbert Kaspar, Central Illinois; Mrs. Richard 


Moeller, Oregon; and Miss Juanita Weber, Oklahoma. 
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Marian Anderson Sings 
On Lutheran Hour 
Christmas Broadcast 


Miss Marian Anderson, world-famous 
contralto, will be interviewed by Dr. 
Oswald Hoffmann, Lutheran Hour 
speaker, during a 30-minute Christmas 
broadcast beamed to an estimated 100 
million listeners throughout the world. 
Miss Anderson will also sing several 
Christmas hymns and carols. 

In the interview the famous singer 
will tell Dr. Hoffmann what Christmas 
means to her as a Christian. Her vocal 
numbers will include the Christmas aria 
from Handel’s “Messiah.” 

The Pan American Broadcasting 
Company of New York City, which is 
handling the worldwide distribution of 
the program, reports that the interview 
will receive one of the greatest cover- 
ages ever accorded a single radio broad- 
cast. 

Among the networks and stations 
which have agreed to air the special 
Christmas broadcast are the Deutscher 
Demokratischer Rundfunk in East Ger- 
many, the Saarlandischer Rundfunk in 
West Germany, the United Arab Re- 
public Broadcasting Service in Cairo, 
Radio Lisbon in Portugal, the Belgian 
National Network, Radiodiffusion-Tele- 
vision Francaise, and the Tanganyika 
Broadcasting Corporation. 

Also, the Nigerian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, Radiodiffusion Tunisienne- 
Tunis, Radio Teheran-Iran, Radio Ka- 
bul in Afghanistan, All-India Radio, 
Radio Pakistan, Radio Ceylon, Indo- 
nesian Home Radio Service, the Broad- 
casting Corporation of China in Taiwan, 
Radio Hong Kong, the Japan Broad- 
casting Corporation, the Korean Central 
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Dr. Hoffmann interviewing Miss Anderson 


Broadcasting station, and many stations 
in the Pacific Islands. 

Born in Philadelphia of poor parents, 
Miss Anderson sang in a church choir 
at an early age and received her first 
professional training when she was 15. 
In 1925 she won the New York Stadium 
contest and appeared at the Lewishon 
Stadium with the New York Philhar- 
monic Orchestra. A series of concert 
tours abroad until 1935 was followed 
by a triumphant return to the United 
States. Arturo Toscanini has credited 
Miss Anderson with “a voice that hap- 
pens once in a hundred years.” 

In addition to the more than 40 for- 
eign networks which have promised to 
carry the broadcast, a recording of the 
special Christmas program will be sent 
to every radio station in the U.S. 

Currently this radio mission, whose 
motto is “Bringing Christ to the Na- 
tions,” is regularly aired in more than 
50 languages to people in more than 
115 countries. In the United States the 
program is carried by the Mutual and 
NBC networks and by about 300 inde- 
pendent stations. 


Australian Visitor Seen 
On Many Campuses 


Introduced at more than a dozen 
synodical functions and seen on many 
of Synod’s campuses since July was 
a prominent Lutheran leader from 
“down under’ —Dr. Fred J. Blaess, 
member of the faculty at Concordia 
Seminary, Adelaide, South Australia, 
and editor of the Australian Lutheran. 

Interlacing a full convention and 
conference schedule with visits and 
sight-seeing jaunts, Dr. Blaess con- 
cluded a 12-week synodical observation 
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tour with an Oct. 3 slide-lecture s 
at the California Concordia College » 
Oakland. 

Of special interest, according to Prt 
John G. Mager of the Oakland Ca 
cordia, was the lecturer’s descripti 
of the work being done at Koonibah\ 
a “mission undertaking among the AN 
tralian aborigines.” 

A native of New Zealand, where i 
father was missionary among the ca 
nibalistic Maori tribes, Dr. Blaess gré 
uated from the Adelaide seminary 
1921. After six years in the Missou 
Synod’s South India mission field ai 
six years as pastor of Australia’s olde 
Lutheran congregation at Hahndorf, - 
has since 1943 served his alma mater 
professor of theology. 

Mrs. Blaess, whose clipped Australi: 
accent intrigued her new Americ: 
friends, accompanied her husband. 


Death Takes Veteran 
Missionary to Deaf 


Dr. John L. Salvner, 84, former m 
sionary to the deaf, died Nov. 19 
Minneapolis as the result of a strok 

In 1959 he became the first recipie 
of the John of Beverly medal award 
by Lutheran Frien 
of the Deaf “for oy 
a half century 
bringing Christ to t 
deaf.” 

After his gradi 
tion from. Concor« 
College, Milwauk 
and the Saint Lot 
seminary (D. D., °4 
the young pastor 
1901 was assigned to work among t 
deaf in St. Paul and Minneapolis. Fre 
1943 to 1958, when he retired, Dr. Sa 
ner also served as the first executi 
secretary of Synod’s Board for Missic 
to the Deaf. 

Rey. William A. Buege, pastor 
Christ Church, Minneapolis, form 
member of the Board, in an intervi 
article for the WITNEss (July 16, 19: 
p. 7) called attention to Dr. Salvne 
exceptional ability to communicate 
the deaf by means of the sign langua; 

John Salvner “probably ranks as o 
of the most accomplished signers of 
times,” said Pastor Buege, now a me 
ber of Synod’s Board of Directors. 

A native of Saginaw, Mich., Dr. Sa 
ner in 1903 was united in marrie 
with the former Marie Steltzriede, w 
was killed in an auto accident 30 ye: 
later. Their daughter, Mrs. Raymo 
Schweigert, survives. 


Dr. Salvner 
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Succeeds Prominent 


ey. Frank J. Bauer, pastor of Wollas- 
Lutheran Church, Quincy, Mass., is the 
ly appointed chaplain of the Ancient 
1 Honorable Artillery Company of Mas- 
husetts, oldest military organization in 
Western Hemisphere. 
uring the Company's fall tour of duty, 
ch this year took members to Bermuda, 
plain Bauer (left) and Captain-Com- 
nder |. Jerome O'Connor (center) were 
sented to Bermuda's Governor-General, 
Julian Gascoigne. 
The Quincy pastor, who also serves as 
iplain of the Boston Veterans Hospital 
J the 26th ‘Yankee’? National Guard 
ision Artillery, is the first Lutheran 
rgyman to become chaplain of the 322- 
ir-old Company. Former chaplains in- 


Returning Missionary 
Gets Warm Welcome 


Rev. James P. Dretke, missionary to 
seria, West Africa, received a warm 
lcome from a large group of friends 
1 fellow pastors when he recently 
ived at Love Field, Dallas, Tex., to 
in a year’s furlough in the United 
tes. Among the group were his wife, 
former Barbara Biar of Dallas, and 
ir three children, who arrived in the 
tes several months before the mis- 
nary. 

The 28-year-old missionary, a 1956 


rhara and James Dretke with their 
ee children (I. to r.): Deborah, Doug- 
Diana. 
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Divines as Chaplain 


clude such eminent New England divines 
as John Cotton (died 1652), and the 
Mathers, father Increase and son Cotton 
Mather, of the early 18th century. 

Massachusetts notables currently en- 
rolled as privates in the Company are 
President-elect John F. Kennedy, Governor- 
elect John Volpe, Senator Leverett Salton- 
stall, and former U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations Henry Cabot Lodge. For- 
mer members include Presidents Calvin 
Coolidge, Chester A. Arthur, and James 
Monroe. 

The Company’s armory is a military 
museum in Boston’s famed Faneuil Hall, 
“the Cradle of American Liberty,’ which 
was the scene of Senator Kennedy's pre- 
election night telecast. 


graduate of the St. Louis seminary, for 
three years has served as pastor of 21 
bush congregations in Nigeria. He 
spent the last several months of his tour 
of duty in Accra, the capital of Ghana, 
where he will continue his work next 
year. 

In various television and newspaper 
interviews Missionary Dretke pointed 
out the problems confronting mission- 
aries in Africa. He told Jerry Grooms 
of WBAP-TV, Fort Worth: “The Gha- 
naian leaders definitely back the Com- 
munists. They are for Premier Patrice 
Lumumba in the Congo, who is an 
avowed Communist. As a result, mis- 
sionaries to Africa face not merely the 
tribal customs and gods but also the 
threat of godless Communism.” 

Nigeria, however, does not pose this 
problem so severely. “Nigeria is stable 
and has been well prepared for govern- 
mental responsibilities by the British,” 
he said. “Our staff there feels it is go- 


ing to exert an increasing influence on 


the continent.” 

Furlough plans call for stops in Man- 
awa, Wis., the missionary’s home, in 
Hartford, Conn., and Dallas. 


Eighteenth, First, Fifth 


The Missouri Synod ranked 18th in 
giving for all purposes last year, accord- 
ing to figures issued by the National 
Council of Churches. The report cov- 
ered 46 North American Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox church _ bodies. 
Among the ten Lutheran bodies listed 
Synod was first in total giving with 
$93.89, first in benevolences with 
$19.05, and first for congregational ex- 
penses with $74.84. The Missouri 
Synod was ranked fifth in foreign mis- 
sion giving with $1.73. 
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Kennedy Statement by 
20 Lutheran Theologians 
Not an NLC Release 


Many inquiries about a pre-election 
Associated Press story on “Twenty Lu- 
theran Theologians Back Kennedy,” 
supposedly released “through the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council,” have brought 
a clarifying statement by Dr. Paul C. 
Empie, NLC executive director. 

“These twenty individuals” were 
“speaking only for themselves,’ Dr. 
Empie says, and their statement endors- 
ing Senator Kennedy was issued “by 
them directly to the wire service and 
not through the NLC.” 

When the AP failed to receive the 
theologians’ statement by mail, he ex- 
plains, the AP secured the text from 
an NLC staff member by telephone. 

The AP has “stated readily that the 
release should not have been ascribed to 
the National Lutheran Council and has 
expressed its regrets,” Dr. Empie says. 

He adds: “The NLC News Bureau 
enjoys a high reputation for accuracy. 

Had it received and decided to 
release a news story of this nature (be- 
cause of the timing, if for no other 
reason, I would have opposed it in this 
instance), it would have done so in 
a context to provide proper perspective 
and to indicate clearly that neither the 
NLC nor its participating bodies were 
implicated in any way. 

“This incident was most unfortunate, 
and we at the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil... feel badly that the way in which 
the AP story was used in many local 
papers, or misconstrued by their read- 
ers, resulted in such confusion and mis- 
understanding.” 
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a globe surrounded by faces of pe: 
of many nations. 

The congregation toured the w 

: ae : 

Recognizing that once-a-year mission through last year’s $20,000 offerings: EE He deter See Sisy 

festival services fail to show the vast 21 missionaries who received $600 sup- ees Go ie presentation of | 

scope and importance of world mis- port each, four Lutheran Hour stations field it represented. While one hall 


sions, some congregations are schedul- in foreign lands, and home and com- jn, congregation made the tour, 
ie screens fairs. : munity mission enterprises. othek haltawentiig dhe churchman 
ITNESS received re- ‘ ‘ ake 
anh ; Peace Congregation of Saginaw for a mission film. 
ports of special mission events in three 1 q <a ay a ee eA 
parishes: Pilgrim, St. Louis; Peace, Sag- Fe hep vce: The Belleville fair took place on } 


clude “all = epee VOD Pant successive evenings in a parish hall ¢ 
: eee : fant Bee ee COUD Crs a ela opied by flags of 24 of 29 lands: 

During Pilgrim’s second annual mis- according to Vicar Edward L. Kast, . ; ; sw 
: f : which Synod is engaged in missic 
sion week 21 speakers, most of them who as a St. Louis seminary student and with walls bannering Bible mitt 


inaw, Mich.; and Zion, Belleville, Il. 


missionaries, addressed the congrega- last year took part in mission week at 

: : ; ; eee, themes. 

tion at the various services, society Pilgrim Church. : ; 
2 ; : : The first hour each evening was gi" 

functions, and Sunday school sessions. Charting plans long in advance, the 


to viewing and studying the boot 
Colored slides were also projected 
the displays. 

Special programs followed with 
lustrated talks by Missionary Bn 
Cassler on Philippine missions for - 
first evening and by Dr. Karl Kurth 
Nigerian missions for the second. 

Both the Saginaw and the Bellev 
fair were extended an extra day, | 
abling absentees to examine the exhil 


Believing that missions is not only board of missions of the Saginaw 
a matter of money but also of man-_ church assigned to each congregational 
power, Pilgrim this year added a _ organization a country or area in which 
“church vocation” pageant in which 11 Synod carries on mission work. Pro- 
young people expressed their eagerness vided with lists of things to do and 
to enter the full-time service of the materials to get, the groups began cor- 
Lord and His church. responding with missionaries, did their 

The week resulted in an outpouring own research, and then put their ima- 
of $24,000 in cash and pledges for mis- gination and creativity to work in 
sions —all of it over and above the readying booths. 


congregation’s share of the District and For each booth a committee made ‘ 
synodical budget. a poster showing Synod’s budget for  °¢ leisure. 

Pastor Milton Nauss reported gifts the field depicted and the congrega- Those who worked and studied Ic 
ranging from a nickel promised by _ tion’s share of the budget. hours to bring missions right into 
a Sunday school youngster to a $1,000 The Saginaw congregation prepared middle of the church will never ag 


check from a widow and a $1,200 gift for its fair with a series of services. find missions “foreign,” one rep 

from a family of three. Even one of “Christ for the World” was stressed notes. 

the missionaries gave $100. at the service which marked the day of “It would not be surprising,” wri 
At its second annual mission week the fair. Dominating the auditorium on Vicar Kast, “if the world mission f 

Pilgrim remembered with prayer and _ this day was a ten-foot figure of Christ became an annual event at Pe: 

thanksgiving those who had been helped standing with outstretched arms at Church.” 


~ Lm 
St. Louis, where Shang Ik Moon, Kore 
world mission week. 


Go yourself or send a substitute,” says a placard on the pulpit of Pilgrim Church 
student at the St. Louis seminary, preaches for the congregation's second annual 
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Church-State Stand Seen 
As Kennedy Win Factor 


resident-elect John F. Kennedy’s 
thright stand on church-state sep- 
tion played an important part in his 
ection victory, according to Protes- 
ts and Other Americans United for 
aration of Church and State. : 
lenn L. Archer, POAU executive 
ector, in a postelection statement 
d that Mr. Kennedy “won the hearts 
millions of Protestant and Jewish 
ters when he declared at Houston, 
x., that he believed in the absolute 
yaration of church and state.” 
Although Senator Kennedy’s position 

not that of the bishops of his 
urch,” Mr. Archer said, “we believe 
it the majority of the Roman Catholic 
ople of the United States agree with 
n, and we look forward to an admin- 
ration in which the new President 
ll faithfully adhere to the pledge of 
urch-state separation which he gave 
solemnly.” 


Dr. George L. Ford, executive direc- 
‘of the National Association of Evan- 
icals, which had opposed election of 
Roman Catholic President, urged 
yalty” to and “support” of the Pres- 
nt-elect in order to have a “united 
intry.” 

Noting the narrow margin of victory 
popular votes, Dr. Ford said the 
ction’s closeness “will undoubtedly 
a real safeguard in respect to church- 
te separation.” 

“Mr. Kennedy is likely to be very 
itious since his entire legislative pro- 
m will be dependent upon maintain- 
or increasing the margin of popular 
port,” the NAE leader continued. 
nce the margin is so thin, the mem- 
s of Congress, most of whom must 
1 for re-election in two years, will 
dly dare risk their political life on 
; divisive issue such as favoritism to 
church.” 


Also quoted in the religious press are 
ements by Dr. John W. Behnken, 
sident of The Lutheran Church — 
ssouri Synod, and by the Baptist 
w Mexican, official organ of South- 
Baptists in New Mexico. 

Yr. Behnken is quoted as having 
edged the support of his 2,400,000- 
mber denomination with prayers ‘as 
ever does in its prayers for the 
sident.’ ” 

kn editorial in the New Mexican 
ed prayers for Mr. Kennedy, saying 
| “he will be a better President if 
do, and we will be better citizens.” 
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While Sgt. Herbert Hallecks and his wife Monika exchange fond glances, little 


Monika (right) is still overcome by her joyful reunion with Evelyn. 


ONE ADOPTED KOREAN ORPHAN REUNITED 


WITE ANOTHER, NGW 


This Christmas four members of a 
family representing three different na- 
tionalities will be thankful that “God 
setteth the solitary in families.” 

Herbert, Monika, little Monika, and 
Evelyn Hallecks will remember how 
God brought them together from distant 
parts of the world and united them in 
bonds of love and faith. 

Herbert Hallecks, an Army career 
man, five years ago brought back to his 
native New York a pretty 19-year-old 
German bride. Monika joined the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saint 
Matthew, oldest Lutheran congregation 
in America, where Herb has been a life- 
long member. 

When Sgt. Hallecks was ordered to 
Korea, Monika had to stay behind. 

Two years ago on a lonely Korean 
mountain road Sgt. Hallecks spotted a 
baby — one of numerous Korean or- 
phans, half-starved and abandoned — 
and took her back to his outfit. The 
waif soon had many “adopted fathers,” 
who eventually turned her over to an 
American orphanage. 

Hallecks continued to visit his found- 
ling — he called her Monika, of course 
—and fell in love with her. With an 
OK from her namesake in New York, 
who had been told by doctors that she 
could bear no children, the Hallecks 
began legal adoption proceedings to 
make Monika their own. 

Orphan Monika meanwhile had be- 
come deeply attached to another Ko- 
rean waif at the orphanage. When 
Hallecks camé to take his new daughter 
away, he was so moved by the tearful 
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HER SISTER 


good-by of the two three-year-olds that 
he immediately started cutting red tape 
all over again to adopt Monika’s “twin 
sister.” 

When sister Evelyn arrived at Idle- 
wild Airport some weeks ago, the re- 
union hugs and greetings in two lan- 
guages “stole the scene,” according to 
New York Daily News reporters. 
Front-paging the accompanying photo, 
the News noted in its story that the 
Hallecks offered a prayer of thanks to 
God for bringing them together. 

Four days after entering America, 
Evelyn Marie was baptized in St. Mat- 
thew Church, where sister Monika had 
also been adopted into the family of 
Christ. 

Another four days — orders again — 
and the Hallecks left the sidewalks of 
New York for a new military post in 
Arizona, where it will soon be a happy 
family Christmas for four who not so 
long ago were among the solitary. 


Boost for “Retarded” Work 


A sound-color filmstrip, Christ’s Love 
Enfolds All, hailed by Synod’s Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare as “a significant 
step forward in efforts to educate mem- 
bers of the church concerning the needs 
of mentally retarded people,” has been 
distributed to District heads of parish 
education and to visual aids depart- 
ments of Synod’s schools. Synod’s 
Committee on Religious Education for 
the Mentally Retarded, which prepared 
the film, is also planning a second series 
of instruction materials for the men- 
tally retarded. 
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UERY 
ersonal 


Death and I 


LIFE’S GREATEST EXPERIENCE for me 
will be when I go home to be with God. 


His Word tells me “to be with Christ 
_.. is far better.” (Philippians 1:23) 


His Word tells me “to die is gain.” 
(Philippians 1:21) 
Do I not believe that? 


I, like all mortal men, have an im- 
mortal soul, and I will live on forever — 
not for a million or a billion or a tril- 
lion years, nor a trillion times a trillion 
years. 

It is EVERLASTING life with Christ 
in glory, which He made possible by 
His death on the cross, for me and for 
all who have repented of sin and have 
surrendered themselves to Him. 


And He tells me: “Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life.” (Revelation 2:10) 

‘Furthermore: “For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal must put on immortality. So when 
this corruptible shall have put on in- 
corruption and this mortal . . . im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” (1 Corinthi- 
ans 15:53, 54) 

Am I not comforted by my Savior’s 
reassuring promise that He is preparing 
a place for me in the Father’s house, 
that I may be forever with Him, where 
He is? (John 14:1-3) 

When death comes to me: the battle 
will be over, the victory won, the cross 
laid down, the crown received, the jour- 
ney ended, the Home reached. 

What an experience! 


It is not death to die, 

To leave this weary road, 

And midst the brotherhood on high 
To be at home with God. 


It is not death to fling 

Aside this sinful dust 

And rise, on strong, exulting wing, 
To live among the just. 


Jesus, Thou Prince of Life, 

Thy chosen cannot die; 

Like Thee, they conquer in the strife 
To reign with Thee on high. 


I thank Thee, O God, that death is 
for me what my Savior has made it. 


RUDOLPH S. RESSMEYER 


Ze 


Briefly Told 


TV Christmas Special 


“Christmas on Main Street,” a mov- 
ing story of how the Christmas Gospel 
was brought to a seven-year-old boy and 
his grandfather in a skid-row mission, 
will be a “This Is the Life’ TV special 
aimed at the unchurched homes of our 
nation. Most of the 300 stations will 
carry the program on Christmas Day. 


Thirty-fifth for H. H. H. 


Special KFUO pro- 
grams and a service 
of recognition this 
month honored Dr. 
Herman H. Hohen- 
stein for 35 years of 
service to Synod’s ra- 
dio station. Oldtimers 
may recall when “the 
Gospel Voice” was practically a one- 
man operation. The man: H.H.H. 


Worship at Thunderbird Lanes 


A new mission at Coronado Hills, 
suburb of El Paso, Texas, worships in 
the lobby of the Thunderbird Lanes 
bowling alley. The Colorado District 
mission, opened by Rev. Henry W. Brill 
in a residential area of some 1,500 new 
homes, hopes to move into a chapel on 
a four-acre site early in 1961. 


Tract-decorated Trees 


Customers buying Christmas trees in 
a southern Illinois town will get a Gos- 
pel message as bonus. From Concordia 
Tract Mission a pastor has ordered 
tracts which he gives merchants for at- 
taching to trees they are selling. The 
title of the tract, “Christmas and the 
Tree,” is most appropriate. “This Baby 
Was Different” and “The Shepherd 
Song” are two other attractive seasonal 
items which may be ordered from Con- 
cordia Tract Mission, Box 201, Saint 
Louis 66, Mo. 


CPH Finds “Time” 


“Never Thought About Religion That 
Way” muses the heading of a full-page 
Concordia Publishing House ad in Time 
magazine for Nov. 28. First religious 
publisher to venture into “big time” 
magazine advertising, CPH will follow 
up with a dozen smaller ads designed 
to tap Time’s ten million readership for 
new and larger markets for its Christian 
literature. First and basic goal of the 
ads, according to General Manager 
O. A. Dorn, is “to spread the printed 
Word as far and as quickly as possible.” 
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Progress by Staying 


A church that stayed to serve is | 
tured in the winter number of the 
respondent, quarterly of the Aid A 
ciation for Lutherans. First Immar 
Chicago, once 2,000 communic; 
strong, stuck at its 106-year-old int 
city post, even though membership) 
to 265. Now on the upswing a) 
with 50 communicants added last y 
membership is 50% English-speal 
whites, 35% Negroes, 12% Spar 
speaking Mexicans and Puerto Ric! 
3% American Indians. Rev. Donalc 
Becker is the present pastor. 


Feasts Abolished in Poland 


The Feast of the Epiphany (Jan. 
and the Feast of the Assumpi 
(Aug. 15) were recently abolished 
official holidays by the Polish pai 
ment. Previously abolished were 
Feasts of Saints Peter and Paul (J 
29) and of the Nativity of the Ble: 
Virgin (Sept. 8). 


Kerala City Has Christian Mayor 


A Christian candidate for mayot 
Trivandrum defeated his Commur 
backed opponent in the first elec 
since the non-Communists came | 
power in Kerala, South India. As a 
sult of impressive victories scored 
the government parties, E. P. Eap] 
a Jacobite Christian, will now head 
rala’s capital and chief city. 


Open House in the Big Town 


When 150 metropolitan New Y¢ 
New Jersey congregations with 55, 
communicants combined forces for I 
ormation time open-house services, { 
area youth rallies attracted 3,000 
eight general rallies another 13,: 
Of some 20,000 people visited in « 
nection with the effort, 1,170 expres 
interest in attending adult classes 
1,110 indicated a desire to join a 
theran church by transfer or reaffir 
tion of faith. Almost 300 chilc 
were gained for Baptism and 875 
churched children contacted for § 
day school. 


Open House at St. Luke’s, Manhattan 


THE LUTHERAN WIT? 


epresentatives of The Lutheran 
rch — Missouri Synod and the Na- 
al Lutheran Council, who met Nov. 
nd 19 in St. Louis, resumed formal 
versations on theological issues in- 
ed in Lutheran co-operative ac- 
ies. 

iscussion at the second meeting of 
two groups centered on “The Sig- 
cance of Confessional Subscription” 
dealt with the traditional adher- 
e of Lutheran churches to the doc- 
al statements contained in the Book 
Concord. 

ollowing the pattern set by the 
irch leaders at their first session in 
icago last July, the exploratory talks 
centrated on theological considera- 
ns underlying present and possible 
ure relations between the NLC and 
Missouri Synod. 


“Substantial Agreement” 


Participants in the conference fo- 
ed major attention on the way in 
ich the various Lutheran church 
lies in America adhere to the Lu- 
ran Confessions as a correct exposi- 
1 of the Word of God. 
art of the discussion concerned the 
ying emphasis which the bodies 
ce on the Confessions and the degree 
which they require their pastors to 
ept these writings as the basis of 
ir ministry. 
‘Substantial agreement” was reached 
h reference to (1) designation of the 
afessions which are included in sub- 
ption; (2) assertion of historical 
itations in the Confessions; (3) al- 
ance of distinction between the 
nary norm of the Scriptures and the 
yndary norm of the Confessions; 
recognition that the heart of the 
vfessions is their witness to the Gos- 
(5) acknowledgment that this un- 
standing of the Gospel requires re- 
ion of contradictory understandings; 
(6) affirmation of the importance 
confessional subscription for the 
clamation of the church. 


Further Talks 


ince there was “substantial agree- 
it on the significance and nature of 
confessional subscription,” further 
s are being planned. The next meet- 
has been tentatively set for Aug. 1 
2 in Chicago. 

cheduled for discussion at the next 
ting is the general topic “What Kind 
So-operation Is Possible in View of 
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LC, MISSOURI SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES 
ONTINUE TALKS ON THEOLOGICAL ISSUES 


the Discussions at This (St. Louis) 
Meeting?” Under the major topic the 
following subjects will be discussed: the 
relation of co-operation to confessional 
agreement; the relation of witness to 
co-operation; and the extent of co- 
operation apart from pulpit and altar 
fellowship. 

The committee also approved the 
publication of the four essays which 
have been read at the two meetings. 
The essays deal with “The Unity of the 
Gospel” and “The Significance of Con- 
fessional Subscription.” The published 
essays will be distributed to every Lu- 
theran pastor in America and will also 
be made available to the public. 


Essayists 


Essayists who presented papers on 
the Lutheran Confessions were, for the 
NLC, Dr. Theodore G. Tappert, pro- 
fessor of church history at Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; and, for the Missouri Synod, Dr. 
Herbert J. A. Bouman, professor of 
systematics at the St. Louis seminary. 

Dr. Tappert was the editor and chief 
translator of the fourth and latest Eng- 
lish edition of the Book of Concord, 
published last year by Muhlenberg 
Press. The other editions in English 
appeared in 1851, 1882, and 1921. 

The Book of Concord is a compila- 
tion of the confessional documents 
which form the basis of the teaching 
and practice of Lutherans throughout 
the world. 

Best known of the documents are 
the three chief symbols of the Christian 
faith — Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed, 
and Athanasian Creed; Luther’s Large 
and Small Catechisms, and the Augs- 
burg Confession and Apology. 


Cordial Relations 


Need for restudy of the problem by 
the NLC — Missouri Synod conferees 
was acknowledged at their first session. 
According to the official minutes of 
the meeting, both groups stressed “the 
importance of avoiding caricatures of 
the positions and practices of various 
Lutheran bodies” on the question of 
their loyalty to the Lutheran con- 
fessions. 

The cordial relations at both meet- 
ings have been an encouragement to 
future Lutheran relations in the United 
States, said a spokesman for the nine 
Lutheran bodies represented at the ses- 
sions. 
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Books 


The King’s Business. By Godfrey C. 
Robinson and Stephen F. Winward. 
Moody Press, Chicago, 1960. 128 pages. 
39 cents. 


This may be just what laymen or women 
are looking for: an inexpensive, packed, 
“how to” manual on improving one’s 
effectiveness as a Kingdom worker. Avoid- 
ing overemphasis on “technique,” the au- 
thors nevertheless point out how “method 
and efficiency do have a place” in such 
chapters as “The Right Use of Time,” 
“Long-Term Preparation for Speaking,” 
“Give Attention to Reading,” etc. 

Though not of great moment for the 
long-experienced lay person, the bocklet 
should be in the church library as a help- 
ful mine of stimulation for the lay leader. 


DONALD L. DEFFNER 


The Key to a Successful Church Library. 
By Erwin E. John, Augsburg Publishing 
House, Minneapolis, 1958. 44 pages. 
$1.00. 


This little book will teach any interested 
group of people how to set up and ad- 
minister an efficient parish library. Parish 
libraries are a most effective aid to re- 
ligious education. If you have one, it 
ought to be as good as possible. This 
little book will help you make it so. 


EDGAR KRENTZ 


High Is the Wall. By Ruth Muirhead 
Berry. Muhlenberg Press, Philadel- 
phia. 268 pages. $1.25. 


An excellent discussion of “mixed mar- 
riage” problems, this book vividly explains 
the Roman Catholic and Protestant sides. 
It is done in story form, and every moment 
is filled with the feeling of tragedy. Rec- 
ommended reading for persons nearing 
marriage years. ROSE MARIE OETTING 


The Pulpit and the Plow. By Ralph A. 
Felton. Friendship Press, New York 
City. 168 pages. $2.95. 


This book, which tells how world rural 
problems are being solved, should be read 
by all seminary presidents and professors, 
by mission directors, and by officials in 
rural areas. Rural pastors and laymen 
will read it with benefit, for it explains 
the importance of land ownership, the 
“God’s Acre Plan,” etc. Since the scope 
of the book is worldwide, the author’s 
explanations are brief. MARCUS GERIKE 


To All Nations. By Dorothy Heiderstadt. 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, Camden, N. J. 
192 pages. $2.95. 


This is a good popular presentation of 
the lives of reformers, translators, and mis- 
sionaries who brought the Bible to people 
in their own tongues. It is, perhaps, not to 
be expected that it should always be ac- 
curate and complete. E. g., the coming of 
the Moravians brought not only good for- 
tune and help to Egede but also unwar- 
ranted hostility and dissension. 

W. J. DANKER 
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Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Hinz, Richard T., in Bethlehem, Mason City, 
Iowa, by C. A. Hinz, Oct. 23. 


Ordained and Installed: 

Bergman, Marvin, as missionary in Madison 
Heights, Warren, Mich., ‘by Richard L. 
Schlecht, Oct. 23. 

Ilten, James B., as missionary in Newtown, 
Conn., in Immanuel, Danbury, Conn., by 
Wm. Otten, Nov. 6. 

Sudbrock, James E., as asst. pastor, St. John, 
San Francisco, Calif., and as missionary at 
large, by Pres. Paul E. Jacobs, Oct. 2. 


Installed: PASTORS 


Bangert, Martin W., St. Stephen, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by H. J. Eggold, Sr., Oct. 23. 

Droegemueller, August F., as Ex. Sec. of 
Montana Dist., at Great Falls, Mont., by 
Pres. Paul M. Freiburger, Aug. 28. 

Dubberke, Edwin H., as asst. pastor, Mount 
Olive, Milwaukee, Wis., by Herbert Berner, 
Oct. 30. 

Duensina, Fred A., St. John (Pleasant Ridge), 
Collinsville, Ill, by Pres. Alfred Buls, 
Nov. 6. 

Eckelman, Robert D., St. Luke, 

Iowa, by D. E. Weiss, Oct. 30. 

Gehner, Albert H., St.Stephen, Shelby, and 
Our Savior, Hart, Mich., by Richard A. 
Krugler. Nov. 6. 

Hinz, Richard T., Christ, Seaford, Del., by 
Theodore Hafner, Nov. 6. 

Krueger, Paul P., St.John, Groton, S. Dak., 
by W. J. Link, Oct. 23. 


Cylinder, 


Lehenbauer, Paul M., Peace, Deshler, and 
Grace, Weston, Ohio, by L. J. Rausch, 
Nov. 6. 


Lewis, Arthur T., Good Shepherd, Pendleton, 
Oreg., by Don Roehl, Oct. 30. 

Lopahs, Martin C., St. Paul, Round Lake, IIL, 
by H. H. Heinemann, Oct. 30. 

Lubkeman, August H., as missionary in Pe- 
oria, lll.. by Paul Schedler, Oct. 16. 

Ludwig, Martin J., Peace, Glidden, Iowa, by 
L. S. Winter, Oct. 30. 

Merce, Willard H., St. Paul, Herron, Mich., by 
Charles F. Boerger, Nov. 6. 

Moeller,. Theodore C., Jr., Grace, Oberlin, 
Ohio, by Dan Ludwig, Sept. 4. 

Mueller, Ronald A., St. John, West Branch, 
Mich., by F. H. Reimann, Oct. 16. 

Mueller, Williard E., Trinity, Hoyleton, II1., 
by H. K. Scharlemann, Oct. 30. 

Rogahn, Kenneth, as missionary in Dubuque, 
in St. Paul, Dubuque, Iowa, by Wm. F. Red- 
del. Oct. 30. 

Schmidt, Florus C., Grace, Breckenridge, and 
Christ, Wolverton, Minn., by Donald E. 
Knick, Oct. 23. 

Siegfried, Arthur W., Our Savior, Chadron, 
and Zion, Hay Springs, Nebr., by Russell H. 
Howen, Oct. 23. 

Sieving, R. P., as Ex. Sec. of Missions, South- 
eastern Dist., in Bethany, Waynesboro, Va., 
by Pres. Leslie F. Frerking, Oct. 19. 

Wiechmann, Helmut H., Faith, Hialeah, Fla., 
by Pres. F. W. Lorberg, Oct. 23. 


Inducted: 


Ernst, Robert G., as instructor, Concordia Col- 
legiate Institute, Bronxville, N. Y., by Pres. 
Karl Graesser, Oct. 16. 

Miesner, Donald R., as instructor, Concordia 
Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, N.Y., by 
Pres. Karl Graesser, Oct. 16. 


TEACHERS 

Albrecht, Cand. Oscar D., St. Paul, Ellsworth, 
Kans., by Louis O. Hemmann, Aug. 14. 

Dull, Cand. Roger, Grace, Teaneck, N.J., by 
Theo. W. Beiderwieden, Sept. 11. 

Hermani, Cand. Robert, St. Paul, Providence, 
R.I., by Karl Graesser, Sept. 4. - 

Jordahl, Cand. Burnell, Lutheran High School 
North, Chicago, Ill, by John H. Lutz, 
Oct. 23. 

Koenig, Cand. Clifford, Grace (Bronx), New 
York, N. Y., by Elmer F. Giese, Oct. 16. 

Kreitzer, Cand. John, Trinity, Billings, Mont., 
by Paul M. Freiburger, Aug. 21. 

Matthies, Earl, Holy Cross, Detroit, Mich., by 
A. W. Born, Sept. 18. 

Meyer. Elmer G., Trinity, Indianapolis, Ind., 
by Walter C. Maas, Sept. 18. 
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-Nahnsen, 


Thomas, Walther Lutheran High 
School, Melrose Park, Ill., by Norbert A. 
Streufert, Sept. 25. : 

Schubkegel, Francis, Lutheran High School 
South, Chicago, Ill, by Martin Frick, 
Oct. 23. 

Trusheim, Robert, Lutheran High School 
South, Chicago, Ill., by C. C. Streck, Oct. 23. 


Ev. Lutheran Free Church of France 


Installed: PASTORS 


Kreiss, Fred C., Holy Cross, Strasbourg (AlI- 
sace), France, by John F. Sullivan, Sept. 18. 

Sullivan, John F., Zion, Schillersdorf, and 
Trinity, Woerth (Alsace), France, by Fred 
C. Kreiss, Sept. 11. 


Official Notices 


Because of the vacancy created by Vice- 
President Herbert E. Plehn’s acceptance of 
a call to the Southeastern District, Rev. Paul 
A. Boriack, Rome, N. Y., is now Fourth Vice- 
President of the Eastern District, and Rev. 
Adolph Steinke, Syracuse, N. Y., is Counselor 
of the Central New York North _ Circuit. — 
G. M. Karxkau, President, Eastern District. 


Rev. Elmer Giese, Bronx, N. Y., has been 
appointed Counselor of the Bronx Circuit to 
succeed Rev. Robert C. Haupt, who accepted 
an appointment to the Board of Control of 
Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, 
INE NG 


Rev. Robert C. Albohm, Schenectady, N. Y., 
has been appointed Counselor of the Schenec- 
tady Circuit to succeed Rev. Daniel Fiehler, 
who has accepted a call into another circuit. 
— Karu GrassseEr, President, Atlantic District. 


Rev. Lee A. Butz has been appointed Coun- 
selor of the Chester Circuit to succeed Rev. 
Duncan Stevenson, who has moved into an- 
other circuit. 

Rev. Waldemar H. Kohlmeier has been 
appointed Counselor of the Murphysboro 
Circuit to succeed Rev. Ray C. Rist, who re- 
signed. — ALFRED Buts, President, Southern 
Illinois District. 


Rev. Virtus E. Young, Havre, Mont., has 
been appointed Counselor of the Central Cir- 
cuit to succeed Rev. John D. Senter, who has 
accepted a call into another circuit. — Pau 
M. Freipurcer, President, Montana District. 


Nominations for Director 
Instituto Concordia 


Sao Paulo, Brazil 


Rev. Edgar A. Krieser, Joacaba, S. C., by 
nace Pesseguero Alto, Sao Jose de Umbu, 


Dr. Martim Flor, Porto Alegre: Siao, Santo 
Angelo, R.G.S. 

Rev. Ervino Rieger, Santa Rosa: St. John, Es- 
teio, R.G.S.; Lutheran Church of Sao 
Leopoldo 

Rev. Ernesto Heine, Sao Paulo: St. John, Pe- 
lotas, R.G.S. 

Dr. Waldo Rehfeldt, Rio de Janeiro: St. Paul, 
Fees Alegre; St.Paul, Arroio do Meio, 


Dr. Martim C. Warth, Porto Alegre: St. Paul, 
eet R.G.S.; St. Paul, Novo Hamburgo, 
Dr. Karl A. Rupp, Porto Alegre: Christos, 
Porto Alegre; Concordia, Sao Paulo; Re- 
deemer, Sao Paulo; Peace, Rio de Janeiro 


Rev. Elmer Reimnitz, Canoas-Niterio: Saint 
John, Santa Rosa, R.G.S. 
Recommendations, statements, or objec- 


tions concerning any of these candidates with 
reasons therefor must be filed with the sec- 
retary of the Board of Control before the 
time of the election, which will be held at 
Sao Paulo Jan. 19, 1961, or as soon there- 
after as possible. — GuiLHERME STRELOW, Sec- 
retary, Board of Control, Instituto Concordia, 
Caixa Postal 5090, Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


Notices 


Anyone knowing of Missouri Synod Lu- 
therans who have recently moved into the 
Sandusky, Ohio, area is requested to send 
their names and addresses to the CENTRAL 
District Mission Boarp, 1145 S. Barr St., Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans in Valentine, 
Marfa, Presidio, Marathon, Fort Davis, or in 
Big Bend National Park, Tex., please write 
Rev. Martin R. Tappey, Box 1126, Pecos, Tex. 
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Available 


Two reed organs. Write: Rev. H. L. Scns 
FER, 605 S. Second St., De Soto, Mo. 


Wanted 


Communion set, common cup. Write: F 
DEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, Portage la Prair 
Man., Can. 


Pastors; Changes of Address 


Bergmann, Paul G. (em.), 1817 S. Seco 
St., Tucumcari, N. Mex. 

Brandt, John, em., 2556 N. 71st St., Wa 
watosa 13, Wis. 

Brueggemann, George R., 11911 N. Gra 
ville Rd., 107 W., Mequon, Wis. 

Buehner, Tobias H. (em.), 2070 Fell § 
Apt. 2, San Francisco 17, Calif. 

Busch, Ellsworth D., 7710 E. State Blv 
Fort Wayne, Ind. , : 

Chellew, William A., Ottertail, Minn., 

Drevlow, F. A., 1919 Papaya Dr., Sou 
Daytona, Fla. 

Eberhard, David, 459 Meadowbrook, Detr 
14, Mich. 

Eckhoff, Raymond H., 715 S. Puget Sow 
Ave., Tacoma 6, Wash. 

Edge, Thomas L., 17 Canterbury Dr., Penn 
ville, N. J. 

Eifert, William H. (em.), 3941 N. Sherm 
Dr., Indianapolis 18, Ind. 

Fehner, Walter M., 1081 E. 66th Way, Lo 
Beach 5, Calif. / 

Graupner, Herbert H., 1250 Bonnie Sue D 
Flushing, Mich. 

Grumm, Roland E., 416 E. Fesler St., San 
Maria, Calif. 

Hafner, Milton, c/o Mrs. E. Schaeffer, Ne 
Hamburg, Ont., Can. 

Hinlicky, William P., 1 Sutton Pl., Cra 
ford, N. J. 

Hintz, Richard T., c/o Christ Luther 
Church, Shipley & Spruce Sts., Seafor 
Del. 

Jording, William A., 2227 Timea, Keoku 
Iowa 

Kempfert, Frederik, Galva, Iowa 

Klockau, Keith, 224, 2-chome, Takahom 
cho, Omiyu-shi, Saitama-ken, Japan 

Kreiss, Fred C., 6A, Place d’Austerli 
Strasbourg (Bas-Rhin), France 

Krueger, Roy R., 8392 Kraeft, Caledon 

ich 


Mich. 
Leonhardt, Elmer F., Box 447, Chestertow 


Md. 

Litterer, Charles E., R.2, Gainesville, G 

Lopahs, Martin C., 420 N. Greenwoc 
Round Lake, Ill. 

Mohrmann, John N. (em.), 10 Pepperid 
Tree Rd., Watertown, Conn. 

Mueller, Williard E., Hoyleton, Ill. 

Poerschke, James P., 2513 Romence Av 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Reetz, Duane M., 1360 S. Eaton Ct., De 
ver 26, Colo. 

Ruschke, Palmer, Wheaton, Minn. 

Saar, Chap. Werner R., AUS, Ret., 18 
Stowe Ave., St. Paul 12, Minn. 

Schmoock, William (em.), Lutheran Co: 
cordia Home, R.1, Cabot, Pa. 

Schoech, Chap. Oscar W., Ret., 659 Fiel 
crest Dr., Crestwood, St.Louis 26, M 

Senter, John D., 221 S. Montana, Butt 
Mont. 

Sullivan, John F., Schillersdorf par In 
willer (Bas-Rhin), France 

Thies, Siegmund (em.), 605 Gretchen Ri 
Chula Vista, Calif. 

Vaudt, Erwin E., R.2, Hartford, S. Dak. 

Zimbrick, Edward C., 701 Southwest Nint 
Pipestone, Minn. 


Teachers: 
Beck, Arthur A., 834-C W. Huntington D 
Arcadia, Calif. 
Behrens, Gary, 123 Sequoia Ave., Redwo 


City, Calif. 

Dorn, Robert A., 3780 N. 61st St., Milwa 
kee 16, Wis. 

Grams, A. Kurt, Lutheran High Scho 
BpeoENi ne Rd., Brookville, Glen Hes 


Jenks, Albert N., 1254 LaSalle, Beloit, W 

Klepel, Duane H., 149-26 12th Ave., Whit 
stone 57, N. Y. 

Kruse, Donald G., 422 W. Sherman, Pap’ 
lion, Nebr. 

Martin, Fred D., 729 Wellner, Naperville, I 

Schmidt, Harold E., 12 Osmanthus St., Koi 
loon, Hong Kong 

Sternberg, Myron E., 220 S. Francisca, R 
dondo Beach, Calif. 

Williams, Douglas D., 1520 W. Belmo 
Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 
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Letters 


rd a “New Voice” 


€ were having “Friendship Week” at 
church. The organ and the voices of 
congregation blended together in the 
n “Just as I Am.” ; 
$ we sang the second stanza, “Just as 
and waiting not / To rid my soul of 
dark blot / To Thee, whose blood can 
nse each spot,” I heard a new voice 
ind me. It was the little old Mexican 
whom I had brought tonight. She 
Id not sing from our English hymnal, 
she sang the entire song from mem- 
—in Spanish. And by the way she 
g out, I could tell she really meant 
ry word. 
Nhat joy there must have been on that 
t Pentecost Sunday, when every man 
ard the disciples of Christ “speak in his 
n language.” 


Ohio City, Ohio Mrs. G. FAUBLE 


Layman’s Mission Report 


Last winter my wife and I traveled 
yund the world and visited our missions 
Honolulu, Tokyo, Hong Kong, and In- 
|. We saw heartbreaking poverty and 
ned a great deal from people who have 
come Christians. They are very sincere. 
In Hong Kong, Melvin Kieschnick, su- 
rintendent of our schools there, told us 
it people in the British crown colony 
anot afford to send all their children to 
1001, but they do give good Christian 
ucation to one or two of their children. 
om 10% to 15% of their meager earn- 
ys go for tuition fees to give their chil- 
2n such an education. 

Our Synod subsidizes these schools at 
» rate of one dollar a pupil per year. 
ie dollar does a tremendous amount of 
ssion work in Hong Kong. The chil- 
sn are eager to hear the Word of God. 
The government is very co-operative. 
ose in authority know that Christians 
ike better citizens. And the British gov- 
yment gives us loans to help build our 
theran schools. 

Our missionaries showed us the site for 


CHRISTMAS CAROLING IN SOUTH INDIA. 


news —to them it is news — that 
Jesus, Son of God, was born to 
save them. 

Jipment and carolers inside, Rev. “A loud-speaker will not save 
says Missionary Herbert 
Zorn of the Nagercoil Seminary in 
reporting the Wynaad Bhajana tour. 
“But when we get the chance to tell 
these people more of their Savior, 
and when He finds and brings them 
to Himself, great will be the joy 
in heaven.” 

He adds: ‘‘Here are men, women, 
ar a tea: factory are more coolies, and children who are just be- 
ginning to hear of their Savior. 
The Lord has given the India Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church the task of 
telling them more and_ bringing 
them to Him. Pray that she may 
have the strength and resources to 
fulfill this task." 


Nith a ‘Merry Christmas” sign’ 
the front of his jeep, two loud- 
akers on the top, amplifying 
‘old E. Heinlein, station mission- many,” 
at Wynaad, Malabar, South In- 
, starts out on a Bhajana (carol- 
) tour. 

he jeep stops at a roadside, at- 
ting children — some of them 
slims. Next the missionary parks 
a trading center swarming with 
lies on the way home from work. 


ting for their pay, and women 
> are picking tea. 

‘t each stop the loud-speakers 
| recorded Christmas hymns, the 
orus’’ sings, and Cafechist Israel 
claims the Christmas message. 
1, women, and children hear the 
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our future school and church. It is a wall 
of rock, and we have to move it. But with 
Christ’s help we can move mountains. 

Some of our people think there is 
enough mission work to do right here in 
America, They criticize us for going out 
in the world. Here the Gospel is offered 
to us on a gold platter, and some people 
reject the message of salvation — whereas 
in other countries people are crying to 
hear the Word of God. 


El Centro, Calif. V. H. DANI 


SS a EE 


Another ‘Religious Issue” 


| have just read the Oct. 18 issue of the 
“Lutheran Witness." From the letters to the 
editor it appears that the editorial, ‘ls There 
a Religious Issue in the Presidential Cam- 
paign?”’ generated considerable comment. 

| do not wish to minimize the editorial's 
importance or make light of the letters to the 
editor on the subject; yet | wish that as much 
thought would be given by our members to 
the article directly opposite the letters — the 
report of Synod’s Treasurer. Here, too, is 
a religious issue of national importance to our 
members and deserving of our interest and 
prayers. 

Brethren, this report showed that Synod was 
still lacking 40—50% of its income for 1960, 
with only the last quarter to achieve its mini- 
mum goal. Will you give your work for Christ 
through Synod as much attention as you have 
given the Presidential election? 


Seattle, Wash. ROBERT SHEFFIELD 


“Happiness That Really Satisfies” 


We Lutheran Christians should be the 
light of the world. Our Lutheran churches, 
be they palatial buildings of brick or stone, 
or small, humble dwellings, cannot be 
hid. Church members, churchgoers, all 
those of one Lutheran faith, are on trial. 

Non-Christians, scoffers at religion, and 
all those who ridicule the church are ask- 
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ing, Is the church practicing what it 
preaches? Jesus said in Matthew 5:16: “Let 
your light so shine before men that they 
may see your good works and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” 

We are also stewards. A good steward 
will use the two major outlets in dispens- 
ing the blessings and gifts of the Lord with 
which he is entrusted, namely, mission 
work and charity. 

Let there not be a chill of cold indif- 
ference. Let the warmth of love radiate 
from every heart, church, and congrega- 
tion; for what we have done unto one 
of the least of these our brethren we 
have done unto the Lord. 

If we Lutheran Christians carry out that 
Gospel, we shall find an exemplification 
of happiness that really satisfies the in- 
nermost craving of the soul; for in loving 
and serving our fellow man we serve and 
love God, and we experience the joys of 


Christmas. IRWIN F. KROENING 
Wauwatosa, Wis. 


Privileged to Help 


Since the WITNEss published our “My 
Birthday Gift to Christ” letter (Sept. 9, 
1958, p.23), we have received several 
letters from laymen and pastors asking for 
more details. I hope they have the same 
results as we are having. 

Last year we granted two $100 scholar- 
ships to students preparing to graduate in 
1962. We now have more than $350 in 
our fund and have prospects of two or 
three students from our congregation in 
the next two years. Our board of gover- 
nors has also received requests for assist- 
ance from several students. 

We in Snohomish consider it a great 
privilege to be able to give assistance to 
those who are preparing to be full-time 
workers in the kingdom of our Lord. It 
is my hope and prayer that every congre- 
gation without a scholarship program of 
some kind will follow our example and 
set up some program to give assistance 
to students who need help. 


Snohomish, Wash. G. C. HAACK 


REMEMBERING 


OF ALL 


In this merry season it is so easy to lose sight of the real joy and meanin 
of Christmas. Yet we should remember that we are celebrating the Birt] 
of our Savior Who was born in a stable at Bethlehem. 


As the fraternal life insurance society — dedicated exclusively to servin 
you and fellow Synodical Conference Lutherans — we wish for all . . 
a Merry and Blessed Christmas. 


AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS 
APPLETON, WISCONSIN 


